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Sun and Moon' and Jack London's ' White Fang'; and
there were new films on the botany of the Urals and the
archaeology of Uzbekistan.

Popular Lectures on Science

The scene is a boot factory in Moscow. In the sewing
room are some 200 girls and children working at machines.
At one end, on a board some forty square feet in area, are
pinned brightly coloured diagrams to illustrate the
Ptolemaic, Copernican, and Newtonian theories of the
solar system, and the theory of relativity. A co#rse of
lectures on astronomy is being held in the factory, and the
diagrams are changed from week to week. The attendance
is said to be a hundred per cent.

Another scene: this time the Sokolniki Park of Rest and
Culture, in Moscow, on a Sunday in August. In an open-
air auditorium surrounded by birch trees sits a large crowd.
A frail little man in a white beard is talking about the
Academy of Sciences, his voice harshly amplified by a
noisy crackling public-address system. It is Academician
Keller. He winds up his address with a paean of praise for
the 'deep concern of Comrade Stalin and the Bolshevik
Party in science'. He is followed by a young excitable .man,
who proclaims how, through 'our Soviet genetics', man
can now control the heredity of crops. This is Professor
Turbin, who holds the Chair of Genetics at Leningrad.
There are other addresses: on the mineral wealth of the
U.S.S^R.; on Soviet mechanics; and an exhibition of
lifelike models to illustrate the origin of man. For this is
6 A Day of Meeting the Scientists \ Crowds of Muscovites
have come up to Sokolniki Park on the Metro to see in the
flesh the men they have read about. And the day ends
with a grand concert relayed all over the park while the
people walk among the trees.

Lectures are very much the fashion in the Soviet Union.
'They are held in parks, clubs, factories, collective farms,